Woodlawn Nature Council, Inc
Reconnecting People With Nature, Natural History, & The Environment

Newsletter – Autumn 2022

September 22, 2022

Good Fall Equinox Day to everyone in the Northern Hemisphere. The Southern Hemisphere will be
experiencing the Spring Equinox today as well. Seasons change, and so do we. It is a natural occurrence. We
need not wonder why. We are able to learn about what is happening through our own and others’ resources.
This phenomenon is a single moment in time when the Sun crosses the celestial equator. The sun crosses from
the Northern to the Southern Hemisphere at 9:04 pm today EDT. Daylight and darkness are very close to 12
hours each today (thus the name equinox). That will vary in different locations across the planet. However
here it will be pretty close to equal time. It is a good day to scope out exactly where easterly and westerly
direction is. The sun will rise exactly to the east and will set exactly to the west.
Summer is ending and winter is coming in the northern half of the globe. What signs in nature, brought on by
the September Equinox, do you see? Make some notes. Are there patterns that occur seasonally or annually?
 Is cooler weather and a chill in the air becoming more consistent?
 At what changing rate are sunrises later and sunsets earlier?
 Observe wildlife changes in behaviors and appearance. What preparations for surviving cold weather
are they making? What preparations will you make for the winter season? Are the animals putting on
winter coats? Will you be doing so soon also?
 Do you see signs that trees and plants are ending their annual cycle of growth? How are they
changing? Are you enjoying beautiful colorful leaves or a last burst of blooms before winter is upon us?
 In the night sky, Fomalhaut, the Autumn Star, is making its way across the heavens each night. Observe the
arc of the sun across the sky each day. Do you notice it is shifting toward the south? Watch for birds and
butterflies migrating southward along with the path of the sun. Are you seeing some wildlife visitors from
the north stopping in our area for a short rest and feeding along the way? Or for the winter?
Some fun Fall Equinox time activity suggestions:
 Make some Autumn decorations (perhaps use things found in nature)
o We have nature supplies at Woodlawn and workstations in our Educational Activity Center as well
 Go on a fall nature hike (make and note some of the observations suggested above)
o Woodlawn Nature Center, the Elkhart Environmental Center, and the Elkhart Conservation Club
have nature trails for a Walk-on-the-Wildside in the local Elkhart area
o County and State parks are great places to explore nature also
 Hit up a local farm market or produce stand and look up some new fall recipes to make
 Attend a fall program or activity (see our Fall/Winter Schedule below)
There is a time and purpose for every season. Hope you enjoy the beauty and gifts of nature this Fall season.
Resources used for the information above:
https://www.almanac.com
https://web-japan.org
https://news.abplive.com/science/autumn-equinox-2021-12-interesting-facts-must-know-about-september-equinoxday-1483692
https://earthsky.org/astronomy-essentials/everything-you-need-to-know-september-equinox/

Upcoming Events & Programs
Check our website at https://woodlawnnature.org/Event-Schedule/ for updates
Admission: $3/person age 3+; $10/family of 4 or more; complimentary to our members
unless otherwise noted with program/event information
Finding the Bugs - Saturday September 24, 2022 at 5 pm - Pre-register here (required by Friday 9/23/22)
Discover, experience, and learn what kind of bugs we have in our environment and how they co-exist with
us. We will walk the grounds, and survey various micro ecosystems. What kind of insects are in the grass,
what's in the bushes, what's under rocks and logs, what's under bark, what's in the water, what's in the air,
what's on the ground. In short, we'll survey the property for each of these environments and see what kind
of 6 legged animals live there. We're also likely to find various arachnids and crustaceans during our search.
Admission fee includes participation in our evening campfire beginning at 6 pm if desired. We will be
hanging out a lighted sheet to attract light loving night bugs to observe during that time.
Gather Around the Campfire - Saturdays Listed 6 pm - 9 pm
There will be marshmallows to roast and fun things to do
September 24th - Sing Along Time – Register (required) at Campfire Singalong by 9/23/22
We have some fun campfire songs; Bring your favorites to share
Singing off-key is optional
October 22nd - Not-so-Spooky Stories – Register (required) at Campfire Stories by 10/21/22
Listen to stories we have to tell; Join in a progressive spooky nature story
Share some stories of your own
Fall Fun DIY Make-&-Take Craft Day – for adults & kids - Saturday October 29, 2022 1-5 pm
We will have work stations supplied for a variety of Fall & Halloween decorations
Instructions for examples will be posted and staff will be available to provide guidance
We encourage your own creative nature in designing unique decorations as well
Winter-in-the-Woods Art & Craft Show - Free admission day - Saturday November 26th 9 am - 3 pm
Featuring local artists and artisans who will be selling their handmade goods
Find unique hostess and holiday gifts or something to enhance your own world
Visitors may also enjoy our interactive nature and natural history exhibits during these hours
Make-&-Take Winter Decorations Day – For Kids & Adults - Saturday December 3, 2022 1-5pm
We will have work stations supplied for a variety of Winter and Holiday decorations
Instructions for examples will be posted and staff will be available to provide guidance
We encourage your own creative nature in designing unique decorations as well
Open Play Days 10 am - 2 pm
Thursday October 20, 2022 - Fall Fun
Wednesday November 23, 2022 - Thanksgiving
Wednesday December 28, 2022 - Winter Recess
Monday January 16, 2023 - MLK Day
Monday February 20, 2023 - Presidents' Day
Tuesday April 4, 2023 - Spring Break
See our website at https://woodlawnnature.org/Event-Schedule/
or Facebook Events for open play description and information
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